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which fills the ucetahulum and hinds clown the head and neck. Reduc¬ 
tion bv open incision is to be preferred in nearly all cases of old hip 
luxations and with modern methods is attended with but little danger. 
Preliminary traction by Buck’s extension is of advantage. The actual 
replacement of the head, after the acetabulum has been emptied and 
the head and neck released, is best accomplished by manipulation or 
the use of levers with manual and body traction. The result is often 
ideal and, in the cases reported, has been good in SO per cent. 
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Report of a Case of Malignant Thyoma with Necropsy. — Foot 
(.•lia. Jour. Dis. Children, July, 1920) reports a case of a boy aged nine 
years who died during anesthesia for an exploratory operation. On 
necropsy a very hard, lobulated mediastinal tumor was found, occupying 
chiefly the anterior mediastinum. It lay just behind the sternum,*but 
did not infiltrate the bone. Metastases by direct lymphatic extension 
were seen with three possible minor metastases at a distance. The 
lungs and neighboring organs were not penetrated much more deeplv 
than their serous coverings. The tumor was composed chiefly of small 
cells resembling microlymphocytes, but having vesicular nuclei, acido- 
phile cytoplasm and tending very slightly to anastomose with one 
another by means of slender processes. This was seen only in a very 
few, most being collaginous connective tissue. Neighboring lymph 
glands showed a few discrete cells in their sinuses, but were not, as a 
rule, incorporated in tin* tumor mass. A review of the literature of 
this subject, together with information from this case, seems to point 
rather strongly to an epithelial origin of the tumor. At first the cells 
seem almost identical with the microlymphocyte, but once it liegins to 
differentiate the similarity rapidly is lost. While it would seem wisest 
not to emphasize too strongly an argument based on a series of tran¬ 
sitional changes, pieced together from a group of cases occurring in 
individuals of different ages and reported by a number of observers, 
such a scries Is very suggestive and not unsupj>ortcd by supplementary 
evidence from the embryologic standpoint. There are small celled 
sarcomatoid tumors as well as carcinomatous. In the tumor studied 
here there was little reason to consider it as of infectious origin, while 
there was a great deal to point toward its being a true neoplasm. There 
seems little doubt that these small-celled thymic tumors, whether 
lymphosarcomas or not, are still of thymic origin, and are different 
from the lymphosarcomas that arise in lymph nodes. 

Infrequency of Intestinal Parasites in Young Children.— McLean 
{Jour. Am. Med. Assn., June 20, 1920) made a study to determine the 



PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE 


76S 

frequency of helminthiasis in children attending the out-patient 
department in New York City. A numlwr of studies have been made 
in recent years to determine this point, but most have been done on 
children over three years of age and in institutions where the incidence 
of disease is higher than in children living at home. The out-patient 
department where the stools were examined Is not a neighborhood 
clinic, but the patients come from all parts of the city, and are perhaps 
of a class superior in intelligence and receiving better hygienic care than 
the attendants at a neighborhood dinic. The studies covered a period 
of five months and were made at random without any reference to 
symptomatology. Many of the examinations were made on stools 
from children who came to the clinic along with a sick brother or 
sister. Others came only for vaccination. It was found that a history 
of symptoms commonly associated in the minds of the laity with the 
presence of intestinal parasites could be elicited frequently from the 
parent of children over twelve montlis of age. These were restlessness 
at night, grinding of teeth, picking the nose and lips, loss of weight, 
capricious appetite and irritability. Examinations were made on 20S 
stools in children up to twelve years of age, 2.27 per cent, harboring 
parasites. Then* were 3.7 per cent, of positive examinations in 189 
examination of children from two to twelve years. In a group of G9 
children from four to twelve years, 5.7 per cent, were positive. In 53 
stools of infants in the first year and CO in the second year no parasites 
or ova were found. If the statements of the parents could be accepted 
regarding their findings of worms in the stools the percentage would be 
higher. Fruit skins and strings of mucus may be readily mistaken for 
worms by the anxious parent, and this accounts for the number of cases 
in which the parasites have been seen by the mother and not found in 
the laboratory. 

Fat Metabolism in Health and Disease. — Hutchinson (Quart. 
Jour. Med., April, 1920) found from a study of the stools that the 
digestion of fats in infantile atrophy, rickets and tetany is carried out 
as efficiently as in healthy children. The fat output in the feces varies 
directly with the fecal weight and formed approximately one-third of 
this. In order to determine whether the percentage al>sorption was 
normal or not it was necessary to take the fecal weight into considera¬ 
tion. When the fat intake was under 20 gm. per day l>oth fat intake 
and fecal weight affected the percentage absorption; the fecal weight 
was the predominating factor. When the intake was over 20 gm. per 
day the intake was not considered and the percentage alisorption 
depended on the fecal weight. The lower average percentage al»sorp- 
tion in infantile atrophy was due to the lower average fat intake. 
There was a slightly greater loss of fat in infantile atrophy due to the 
stools being larger than in healthy children. The excessive loss can 
be neglected as far as nutrition is concerned as there is not a true defi¬ 
cient al>sorption. In rickets the excess loss of fat per day over that in 
healthy children average 0.0 gm., which is a sufficient amount to affect 
nutrition. In tetany the loss was 2.4 gm. per day, which was due 
chiefly to the passage of larger stools and to a less degree to a true 
deficient absorption. Since the fat in the feces averaged 38 per cent, 
other facts point to a normal fat al>sorption in infantile atrophy, such 
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as the increased amount of fat alisorption, with an increased intake and 
the fact that improvement frequently follows lowering of the fat content 
of milk. Saponification of fats in the intestine does not affect the 
absorption of fats. The author points out that the fairly constant 
percentage of fat in the feces of man and other animals suggests that 
fecal fat has a function, although he does not suggest what the function 
may be. 
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Seven Hundred and Fifty Obstetric Cases in Private Practice.— 

Reeves (Jour. Kansas Med. Sue., 1919, p. 177) gives the results of his 
experience with private patients in his olwtetric work. Thirty-two per 
cent, of these were primipara. His statistics showed the usual frequency 
of presentations while his percentage of bladder operations is not exces¬ 
sively high, 11.2 per cent. As was to l>e expected, out of 88 operations 
5S were done in primpara. In 3 per cent, of his patients he performed 
version, 23 cases, and this was done for three indications: (1) posterior 
rotation of the occiput; (2) transverse position with shoulder presenta¬ 
tion; (3) eclampsia. The writer believes that version done at the proper 
time is a more safe and easy operation than the use of high forceps. No 
Cesarean sections were done in this series, although in the writer’s 
opinion it would have l>een lietter to have done this operation in three 
cases. In two of these version was done and in the remaining case the 
forceps was used. The mothers survived, but the children were lost. 
The writer had five patients with eclampsia, two of whom died. All 
of the children survived. Two hours after delivery by forceps a primip¬ 
ara, aged twenty-nine years, had inversion of the uterus. There were 
"»cases of mammary abscess in primipara after they had left the writer’s 
care. Three patients hail puerperal sepsis, one of whom was infected 
by the dirty hands of a drunken husband, the case terminating fatally. 
The second patient was infected by unclean dressings and infection 
developed in the third case after version for an impacted breech presen¬ 
tation. Then* were 2 cases of fibroids complicating labor, one of which 
was delivered of a macerated child by forceps and hysterectomy was 
subsequently done; while in the other the fibroid caused a severe post¬ 
partum hemorrhage because the uterus could not contract. There were 
2 cases of premature separation of the placenta, in both of which the 
child was lost. A young primipara died soon after delivery and another 
two hours after an easy forceps delivery, without hemorrhage. Autopsy 
failed to reveal an adequate cause for death. There were 4 cases of 
postpartum bleeding: 1 from uterine inertia following the birth of twins 
in a primipara. 1 from uterine fibroids, 1 where a placenta was adherent 
and retained and 1 where a uterus failed to contract in a primipara after 



